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THE ADRIATIC COAST LANDS

The Dalmatian coast provides an excellent example of longitudinal
subsidence. The lower valleys of the outer chain of the Dinaric Alps
have been submerged, but the mountain tops appear above the surface
and form a series of islands paralleling the coast. The protected inner
channel and the numerous good harbors encourage contact with the
sea, while the lack of cultivable land prevents man from turning his
attention to the soil. Unfortunately, the coast is largely cut off from
contact with the interior by the sheer wall of the Dinaric Alps.

These factors early caused the population to congregate in small
isolated city-states. Many of these were founded by the Greeks, but
later they came under the control of Roma and Venezia, and even to-
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Cross section of the Dalmatian coast and the Karst plateau. (After S. Passarge.)

day there is a large Italian element in the towns and cities. The Slav,
forcing his way westward, here reached the coast, and his conflicts with
the Italians over the control of the area are reflected today in the dis-
putes between Italian and Yugoslav. Where soil and relief permit, this
mixed population turns its attention to the growing of tobacco, the
vine, olive and fig. However, the small amount of level land forced
the population to become interested in maritime activities, and even the
Slav became a seafarer. The precipitous mountain wall to the rear
limits commercial contacts, so that the Dalmatian seamen were forced
to gain their livelihood by fishing and piracy. The first activity is still
of major importance, and commerce is increasing due to rail connec-
tions with the interior. When Fiume fell into Italian hands, Yugoslavia
turned its attention to the development of its more southern ports.
Split (Spalato), which is connected with the interior by a standard-
gauge railway, has become the first port of the nation; the commerce
of the ports on the bay of Kotor (Cattaro) is increasing, despite their
poor rail contacts, and Stisak receives most of the trade of the north.